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Fran and Bill James, Lummi
1982
Wool
Che Top le (Fran) James was raised by her grandmother on the Lummi Indian 
reservation. Coming from a long line of basket weavers, Fran devoted her 
life to carrying on the tradition—leaving a legacy of weavers she has taught, 
including her son. 
 
Born a hereditary Lummi chief, Tsi’li’xw (Bill) James continues this practice 
as a master weaver and teacher of traditional weaving skills. Prayers of 
gratitude are offered for the natural materials gathered to supply their 
beautiful woven art pieces.
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